OEO Director Arnett 
Summarily Dismissed 
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Alvin J. Arnett, handed his 
hat and shoved out the door 13 
days before his resignation as 
director of the Office of Eco- 
nomic Opportunity was to be 
effective, said yesterday he 
will work for legislation re-es- 
tablishing a separate anti-pov- 
erty agency. 

Arnett discussed his plans 
with reporters after delivering 
a sentimental farewell to 
about 200 OEO employees in a 
movie theater around the cor- 
ner from the OEO offices 
from which he was summarily 
bounced by presidential direc- 
tive Thursday night. 

Arnett got the word in a 
terse letter from White House 
political adviser Dean Burch 
telling him he was through “at 
the close of business today.” 
As an added sendoff, Burch in- 
formed the man who lost his 
job because he bucked Nixon 
administration plans to kill off 
OEO: 

“Being a presidential ap- 
pointee whose status is de- 
rived from a deliberate confi- 
dential relationship between 
yourself and the President, 
please know that the Presi- 
dent no longer has confidence 
; in that relationship.” 

Arnett said yesterday he 
thought the phrase ‘confiden- 
tial relationship” was “rather 
interesting” inasmuch as “I 
never met with the President as 
long as I was at OEO.” He was 
director just over a year. 

In his talk to his subordi- 
nates, Arnett revealed that 
last Oct. 25 in San Francisco 
he devised with directors of 
community action programs 
around the country the strat- 
egy that led to House passage 
on May 29 of a bill transfer- 
ring that part of OEO to the 
Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare. 

President Nixon has indi- 
cated he would veto the bill, 
but it passed so overwhelm- 
ingly that it appears to be 


veto-proof. Arnett’s missionary 
work with local and state offi- 
cials to pressure Congress for 
its passage was blamed by 
OEO foes who demanded his 
removal. 

A memorandum to the 
White House by four OEO 
subordinates, including Wil- 
liam Buchanan, brother of 
presidential assistant Patrick 
J. Buchanan, documented the 
case against Arnett and he 
was called in by Burch last 
Monday and told to submit his 
resignation as of July 31. He 
did so the next day, but was 
told to get out two days later. 

Arnett declined to speculate 
on why he was pushed out 
early, but he acknowledged 
there might be some validity 
in a reporter’s reminder that 
he had said he hoped to fund 
certain OEO projects before 
he had to depart. 

The ousted director asked 
his subordinates to “not deal 
in retribution but in redemp- 
tion” toward those who dif- 
fered with them on aid to the 
poor. He received standing ap- 
plause when he finished 
speaking, later, he told report- 
ers he had given no thought to 
firing the four men who wrote 
the anti-Arnett memo. 


